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Final Report  
On 

Strengthening Universal Declaration of Human Rights to Remote Area 
 

 
1. INTRODUCTION 
 
NICFEC is pleased to present this final report of the project which supported by Office 
of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (UNOHCHR). NICFEC 
was contracted by UNOHCHR to conduct eight drama performances entitled “Our 
rights, Their rights” on Strengthening Universal Declaration of Human Rights in eight 
provinces such as; Battambang, Banteay Meanchey, Siem Reap, Kampong Thom, 
Kampong Cham, Svay Reang, Sihanouk province, and Kampot province which started 
from 7:00pm to 10:00pm. The performances were divided into three series;  
 
The first series started from 15 – 18 of November 2010. 
The second from 26-27, 30 of November 2010.  
The last one started on the 10 of December 2010 to highlight International Human 
Rights Day. 
 
The themes in these drama performance will include: 
� Background of Human Rights Day on 10th December 
� Fundamental human rights 
� Human rights and daily live 
� How to be assure that Human Rights are being used effectiveness 
 
2. BACKGROUND of PROJECT 
 
On the 10th of December 1948 the Universal Declaration of Human Rights was adopted 
by the United Nations General Assembly. 
The Declaration sets out a broad range of fundamental human rights and freedoms to 
which all men and women, everywhere in the world, are entitled, without any 
distinction. Since it was adopted, the Declaration has come to be considered as "a 
common standard of achievement for all peoples and all nations". 
The Declaration served as a foundation for an expanding system of human rights 
treaties which help to enshrine its principles in international law. Under article 31st of 
Cambodian Constitution, the Declaration is also a part of Cambodian national law. 
Most people in rural area in Cambodia have low knowledge both in general and society 
as they are difficult in accessing information. These caused many trouble like violence, 
disputation, gangster or harassment etc. These serious topics existed because people do 
not respect each other. They do not know how to use their rights or freedom of 
expression or freedom of doing something; and some people do scare. To promote as 
well as to strengthen people to know their rights and freedom and reduce this issues, 
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particularly to join together with the annual celebration of the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights on 10th December, NICFEC proposes to utilize its grassroots network to 
implement drama performance education project in 8 target provinces comprising 8 
drama performances focusing on Strengthening Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
to the remote areas. 
NICFEC has found that the most effective means of education is through drama. More 
than 80% of Cambodia’s population lives in rural areas where their education is limited 
and there are high rates of illiteracy. Drama performance not only reaches a large 
number of people but is especially effective for those who are not accustomed to 
classical forms of education. Not only that, by tapping into the local grassroots network 
of volunteers, this also becomes both the most community building and cost efficient 
method. 
 
3. PROJECT OBJECTIVES 
 
To strengthen knowledge of Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 
To educate rural population about fundamental human rights 
To educate people in using their loyalty rights and freedom. 
To reduce human rights issues in Cambodian. 
 
4. PROJECT IMPLEMENTATION 
 
Since the project started, NICFEC always worked in close collaboration with 
authorities and provincial networks to ensure good process of drama performance.  
With authorities, we worked for the permission from national level to local levels. 
Moreover, Banteay Meanchey networks of NICFEC had two meetings in two 
communes of Svay Chek district with local authorities to help disseminate information 
to local people in regarding with the performance on the 16 of November 2010. The 
two meeting held on the same day, the 14 of November 2010. In the morning, meeting 
at commune hall of Svay Chek and in the afternoon, meeting at commune hall of 
Rolous. All were conducted under the presence of commune chiefs, vice commune 
chief, commune councils, and village chief. Our networks there briefed the objectives 
of drama during the meeting and participants agreed that it is good and best applied to 
the lives of people in their area.  
In addition, to keep people informed and attracted about the performance, just before 
the night falls for the performance our networks in each province spent day time to 
advertise about the event through loudspeaker from village to village nearby and made 
sure that it is free of charge for all. 
 
 
ACTUAL DRAMA PERFORMANCE WITH ACHIEVMENTS 
 
Below are the results of each performance; 
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Battambang Province 
The first drama started on 15 of November 2010 at 
Kos Krolor district, Battambang province presiding by 
commune council chief. There were around 950 
people joining in the event consisting of around 60% 
of men. Many people become attracted with drama 
because they have never seen such a performance in  
 
 

their area. This drama has brought them knowledge 
about the universal declaration of human rights and 
hopefully helped reduce human rights violation all 
around the communities. Anyway, it would make 
them a change in their attitude to women and adopt 
good things to become good citizen and also inspire 
them to help promote our rights to a better standard. 
They were informed about the responsibilities that each of them going to undertake. 
They wished to stay till the end but could not because of rain.  
 
 

 Banteay MeanChey Province 
 
The second drama started in Svay Chek district, Banteay 
Meanchey province on the 16 of November 2010. That 
event was presided by vice district governor of Svay 
Chek. There was big support, attraction from people out 
there with the total of 2,160 persons joining consisting of 
around 65% of women. Mrs. Tuch Vy, vice district 

governor expressed her sincere thanks to the donor,  UNOHCHR and the organizer, 
NICFEC, for leading educational drama 
performance here as means to disseminate the basic 
rights of human beings and the universal 
declaration of human rights to people in the area. A 
lot of people here don’t know much about these 
because most of media network cannot be reached 
where they live. Anyway they cannot afford to buy 
like radio or TV. Their earning from farming is just 
enough to live.  

This drama made them understand clearly about 
fundamental rights of all citizens that each one of us is 
living with. They could catch the core meaning of the 
event after the performance finished. For those who 
came on the stage (especially women are encouraged) 
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provided correct answers to the questions and wish the performance could last longer.  
 
Siem Reap Province 
 
The third performance took place in Chikreng 
district, Siem Reap province on the 17 of November 
2010 under the presence of Mrs. Em Kimthav, vice 
district governor of Chikreng. She strongly believe 
that participants will know deeply about their own 
rights through this educational drama such as 
women and men can enjoy equal rights before the 
law and respecting each other in family and in 
society as well is the main dignity. She realized that human rights practice in Cambodia 
is limited, especially in rural areas and when civil society lends a hand with this, the 
situation will be improved. Besides, this drama highlighted some basic rights like the 
rights of participation, rights of opinion, rights to live and work. 
 

Though it’s found a bit hard to work with local 
authorities in providing venue for performing, yet 
the performance met no obstacles a long with 
around 2,600 participants joining, composing of 
55% of men. Live drama is seen as a powerful tool 
in promoting, motivating and moving people to 
action in regarding to human rights development. 
This has been very useful for groups and 
communities looking to solve their problems. It’s 
also an ideal instrument to give witness to human 

rights violation. Above all, it is an excellent thing for education and awareness raising 
in which participants never fall asleep during the performance. 
 
 
 
Kampong Thom Province 
The fourth drama was performed in Stong district, 
Kampong Thom province on the 18 of November 
2010 presiding by vice district governor of Stong. 
He said strengthening the universal declaration of 
human rights and other issues through drama is an 
attractive and popular way to send key messages to 

people in 
communities 

and people were encouraged to watch till the end. 
They will surely gain deep understanding after they 
watch and it is hoped they will share with the other 
of what they get from the drama. Furthermore, 
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hundreds of leaflets and other publications related to the rights are shared among 
spectators and also with authorities so they can read it 
anywhere for more details. This event was attended 
by a total of 1,070 spectators drawn from different 
communities with around 50% of women. People 
expressed their gratitude to donor and the organizer 
for coming up with drama program to educate 
communities on how to strengthen the declaration of 
human rights and to  
prevent human rights abuse anywhere it exists. 

During the time for answering question, people showed full confidence and gave the 
right answers. This means their knowledge related to the rights is increased. 
 

 
Kampong Cham Province 
 
The fifth performance conducted on 26 of 
November 2010 in Memut district, Kampong Cham 
province with the presence of commune council 
member of Da commune and in his speech; human 
rights must be strengthened more and must be 
widely spread to rural areas in order to make people 
out there become familiar with it. The more they 

know about their rights, the less violence exists. Being good citizen, we must show 
respect and give value to one another and everyone 
is entitled the same rights in society. Through 
drama, participants were reminded about where to 
seek for help when domestic violence occurs. On 
the other side, they were also reminded about 
fundamental rights, these include rights for legal 
work, rights in politics, rights to vote and to be 
voted. This performance was attended by around 
2,000 people consisting of 60% of women. Leaflet 
distribution is included. 
 

 
Svay Reang Province 
 
The sixth performance took place in Svay Chrum 
district, Svay Reang province on 27 of November 2010.  
The chief guest was Mr. Bun Sarith, commune council 
chief of Svay Chrum commune. He extended warm 
welcome to all participants for joining this important 
event. This drama would help remind us about human 

rights and to promote the rights of all people in their daily life. Moreover, this drama 
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will decrease violence, poverty, human rights 
abuse and improve people’s life to a better 
standard. It’s also in line with the government 
policy. It’s full of educational meanings both the 
script and leaflets for mainstreaming with people 
who are living in communities where access of 
information is difficult to reach. People were very 
eager to come and see because it’s first time 
conducted in their area, attended by around 2,700 
spectators consisting of 55% of women. 
       

 
Sihanouk Province 
The seventh performance was conducted on 30 of 
November 2010 in Prey Nub district, Sihanouk 
province which presiding by commune council 
member of Veal Renh commune. In regarding with 
the performance, she thought it is popular way and 
non confrontational to raise awareness among 
people in communities. This technique is much 
more effective than classic lessons, where most of 

the attendants do not stay until the end. We do not talk to people’s heads but to their 
hearts so they won’t turn away from the event. There were around 1,400 people came 
watching which consisted of 50% of women. After 
the performance, audiences were fulfilled with more 
knowledge about basic rights which made them feel 
more confident to move themselves to a higher level 
of virtue in their life. The drama was relevant and it 
was well written enough to get to lives of those who 
were watching as well as to strengthen the universal 
declaration of human rights. In addition, our team 
handed out hundreds of leaflets to the audiences.  
 
 
 

Kampot Province 
The last performance was conducted in Chhouk 
district, Kampot province on 10 of December 2010 to 
mark International Human Rights Day. 
The chief guest was Mr. Khem Horm, district governor 
of Chhouk. He said the International Human Rights 
Day is not only celebrated in this district but all over 
the world ranging from small random non-formal 
gatherings to extensive highly organized events and 

this is to increase awareness among people about their rights and universal declaration 
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of human rights and especially help to fight against 
violence of all forms. Before the performance started, 
people were encouraged to think carefully about it so 
they could capture the main theme of drama and awaken 
critical sense. Around one thousand of leaflets were 
distributed to the public as means to share with them 
useful information related to the rights which are the 
fundamental issues of all human beings.  

 
This event was attended by approximately 930 people, 
which consisted of 65% of women. Many people think 
of art as a reflection of reality, that the artists replicates 
an aspect of what already is, what exists, with a fresh 
twist, a strange perspective, or some extra sensory 
perception. 
 
 

 
 
4. IMPACT 
 
According to the quick research of the 8 performances, we could find that 80 - 90% of 
local people including authorities have understood the purpose of drama performance 
such as the universal declaration of human rights, basic rights that each of us possesses 
and caught new way to deal with difficulties whenever problem arises. When raising 
questions, most of them provided correct answers from the ground even though they 
didn’t have chance on the stage. Each one of them was eager to be on the stage, but 
time was limited. This showed that they had full self confidence with their ability of 
new knowledge after each drama performance. In addition, it provides as a direct feed-
back. 
 
5. PROBLEMS ENCOUNTERED 
 
The performance in some areas did not run well due to bad weather like in Battambang 
province, fortunately it rained at nearly the end of the performance. Anyway it was not 
full completed as planned. Only around 80% of drama was performed. 
 
In Prey Nub district, Sihanouk Province also faced this kind of problem while the 
performance was just starting, then it rained. This caused all people rushed back home, 
therefore our team decided to move the performance to the day after, (30th of November 
2010). 
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In Chi Kreng district, Seam Reap province, it was found a bit hard to find location for 
the drama team because local authorities seem not like to cooperate with us, although 
there was a signature on the permission letter from provincial governor. 
 
In Chouk district, Kampot province, people came late for the performance till around 
8:00pm because most of them were very busy with harvesting and felt tired after full 
day of farm work.  
 
  
6. LESSON LEARNT 
 
All drama performances went normally Even if without Ministry of Interior permission. 
We just used the permission letter from Ministry of Culture and Fine Arts. We found 
most of local authorities cooperated with our working group who work in the target 
areas. And in each performance, there was one person from government line to preside 
the event. There were no big obstacles during the performance and after the 
performance. 
 
This drama performance found really impressive to attract about 13,810 people in total 
of 8 provinces. Drama is really a good tool to curb abuse. The problem with some 
abusers is that they are unaware of the harm they do until they see the replica of their 
behavior performed in it. Some are ignorant of the effect of their abusive nature until 
they see it on the mirror of drama. Often, they get to have remorse after such 
experience.  
 
Finally NICFEC would like to extend many thanks to Office OF United Nations High 
Commissioner for Human Rights in Cambodia for their supports both finance and 
materials and special thanks to all provincial networks who contributed their valuable 
times for running this program till the end.  
 


